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HERS-SA EMERGING WOMEN LEADERS PROGRAMME (EWLP)

24 – 26 May 2026, Durban  

REGISTRATIONS ARE OPEN 
 
The Higher Education Resource Services – South Africa (HERS-SA) will be hosting its second Emerging Women Leaders Programme (EWLP) at the Elangeni Hotel, Durban, from Sunday, 24 May to Tuesday, 26 May 2026.
Who should attend?
The EWLP is designed for women in higher education who:
· Are academics or professional/support staff aspiring to leadership roles
· Are at entry-level or mid-level leadership positions
· Value opportunities for learning, reflection, and networking with peers across institutions
Programme overview
The EWLP is a residential programme offering a rich and flexible learning experience. Participants engage in:
· Plenary sessions
· Developmental workshops
· Breakaway and reflective activities
· Talks by accomplished leaders in higher education and other sectors
Structured networking opportunities are built into the programme, including breakfasts, lunches, and Sunday evening dinner. 
ALL delegates MUST arrive in Durban by12 noon on Sunday 24 May 2026 for registration. The programme begins promptly at 14h00.
Sunday 24 May 12h30 -14h00 – Registration and Opening sessions at Sky Venue, Maharani Hotel
Monday 25 – Tuesday 26 ( Two full days 08h30 – 16h00) at Suite at Elangeni Hotel


APPLICATION PROCESS AND FEES

EWLP 2026 Fee:  R20,500.00 (in-person), inclusive of 15% VAT
The fee includes:
· Full EWLP programme costs
· Programme materials
· Refreshments and lunches
· Official programme + formal dinner on Sunday evening
The fee excludes:
· Delegate travel costs
· Accommodation (bed and breakfast)
· Dinner on Monday evening
· Daily and overnight parking at the hotel (R60.00 per bay, per day – subject to availability)
Upon receipt of a written request from an institution’s Human Resources division or an individual to reserve a place, HERS-SA will issue an invoice. Registration access will be provided only once full payment has been received.
For enquiries, please contact Ms Khanyi Banze, Projects Coordinator, at administration@hers-sa.org.za


IMPORTANT DATES
· Closing date for registrations: 10 April 2026
· Full fee payment due: 25 April 2026
Early booking and payment are strongly encouraged to secure places. Institutions may reserve spaces while finalising delegate names (e.g. reserving four spaces if four delegates are anticipated).

CANCELLATION POLICY
· Cancellations received by 08 May 2026: 50% refund
· Cancellations received after 08 May 2026: no refund
All cancellation requests must be submitted in writing to director@hers-sa.org.za
This policy applies to EWLP registration fees only and does not apply to hotel bookings, which must be cancelled directly with the hotel.
Delegate substitution
Substitution is permitted at no additional cost, provided changes are communicated in writing at least two weeks prior to the programme.
No refunds will be granted for delegates who fail to attend without prior cancellation.
Institutions covering only the EWLP fee are advised to communicate this clearly with faculties and departments before submitting nominated delegate names.


ACCOMMODATION
As the programme includes evening events, delegates are strongly advised to stay at the Southern Sun Elangeni Hotel. 
Rooms are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis.
Special EWLP delegate rates:
· Single room: R1,535.00 per person per night (bed & breakfast)
· 1% Tourism Levy
· Overnight parking: R60.00 per day  (subject to availability)
Please mention HERS-SA 2026 when booking to access the discounted rate.
Check-in: from 14h00
Check-out: by   11h00
Delegates are responsible for settling their own hotel accounts, including incidental expenses. Partners, children, and pets cannot be accommodated.
Hotel reservations: use the following Booking Code: 2072152
Tel: (031) 362 1487
Email:  sereena.kuppusamy@southernsun.com


TRAVEL AND PROGRAMME INFORMATION
Delegates are responsible for their own travel and airport transfers. 
The EWLP concludes on Tuesday, 26 May 2026 at 16h00.
Institutions nominating delegates may, upon request, make use of HERS-SA social media platforms to advertise leadership and management vacancies to the wider HERS-SA network. Website advertising is available at an additional cost.
Self-nominations are welcomed, provided the delegate assumes responsibility for all associated costs.
For further information or assistance, please contact Ms Khanyi Banze at
administration@hers-sa.org.za
Please bring your sneakers for a walk on the beach. We look forward to welcoming a strong cohort of women leaders from across the higher education sector.
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